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There could be no doubt that obstruction, possibly of a
not very obvious type, had lasted through the whole of the
session, and that this constituted an entirely novel parlia-
mentary phenomenon.1 ParneH's zealous exertions during
the proceedings of the committee to represent his conduct
merely as stubborn opposition could deceive nobody. Even
the Irish member Mr. O'Shaughnessy, called as a " witness
for the defence/' admitted in cross-examination that on
several occasions obstruction had been consciously practised
by the Irish. Though Parnell in the course of the com-
mittee's proceedings was able to get an admission that
obstruction was not capable of clear legal definition, the
description of its characteristics given by Mr. Raikes was
very much to the point. Obstruction, he said, included the
raising of frivolous objections, constant repetition of the same
arguments, and obvious efforts to spin out debate unduly
by the introduction of side issues : added to these was the
entering into minute details, especially in supply, a proce-
dure which was bound to delay the progress of business by
apparently relevant discussion and which could not strictly
be treated as "wilful obstruction/'3 It would .always be
possible and easy, the Speaker considered, for a chairman to
distinguish between fair opposition, however sharp and stub-
born, and wilful obstruction.4 Mr. Brand maintained that
the distinctive mark of obstruction lay in the indiscriminating
and incessant resistance of an extremely small minority to
proposals of the most diverse kinds. To the objection that
it was nothing new for opposition to be shown to one
measure for the purpose of delaying another, Mr. Brand
replied that this was at best a parliamentary trick which had
unfortunately been carried on in late years.

Neither the Speaker nor the Chairman was afraid of
going to the heart of the question. It had been conclu-
sively proved that there was a small minority in permanent

1  Report (1878),  Minutes of Evidence, Qq.  1399-1405.    The Speaker
said plainly, " Obstruction is an offence new in the annals of Parliament."

Q- 1356.

2  Ibid., Qq. 1568-1589.

3  Ibid., Qq. noo, 1192, 1279-1287.

4  Ibid., Qq. 1406-1410.